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lllsl:ory Beneath the St. Lawrence



Recovering History’s
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Circled area of Carleton Island
(above), northeast of Cape Vin-
cent in the St. Lawrence, shows
where divers are uncovering
Revolutionary  War artifacts
Sfrom British Fort Haldimand,
including a sunken Murine brig
at the bottom of the island’s
North Bay. A portion of a map
dated 810 (right) correspond.-
ing to the circled area above
shows the fort and location of
the sunken vessel. “Schank
Harbour™ is now North Bay.
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Fort Haldimand never saw military
action, and the story of its fall is unlikely
to be reenacted in any Bicentennial cele-
bration. '

But in the quarter century lifespan of
the stronghold, built by the British on
Carleton Island to guard the head of the
St. Lawrence River, a valuable, watery
dump accumulated. Nearly 200 years lat-
er, a team of underwater archaeologists
is sifting through the “trash' of history.

Among the sunken debris being studied
at the Carleton Island site is what may be
the oldest vessel built in the New World
discovered to date.

A wooden brig, believed to have been
built in Oswego or St. Lawrence County
as early as 1758, is being uncovered inch
by inch by divers “fanning” the water to
delicately remove mud, sand and stone.
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By ROGER SEGELKEN

They're hoping to solve the mystery of
the ship’s name, origin, function and fate.

Located northeast of Cape Vincent and
measyring less than two miles at its
widest point, Carleton today is populated
by vacationers and cattle. Only a cluster
of stone chimneys marks the site of Fort
Haldimand, built in 1777 as the staging
area for British forays into the Mohawk
Valley during the Revolutionary War, and
a once-flourishing shipyard and naval
base.

Two large cannon and a few old rum
bottles had been found earlier off the
Island, but it was not until 1973, when a
Syracuse sport diver uncovered another
Fort Haldimand cannon, that interest in
the site increased. Other divers from the
Syracuse and Clayton areas swept the
bottom of the island’s North Bay with un-
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Relies

derwater metal detectors, found an intri-
guing assortment of coins, uniform but-
tons and military hardware, and
recognized the importance of the site.

With funding provided by the Central
New York Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, and flotation equipment supplied
by volunteer divers, the 3,400-pound can-
non was wrenched free of two centuries
of mud, raised and towed to shore.

The weapon, still bearing the crest of
King George II, was displayed at Clayton,
then moved to Sackets Harbor for clean-
ing and preservation.

The island’'s greatest treasure re-
mained underwater, however, Covered
with sand, mud and rocks, its superstruc-
ture worn away by years of shifting river
ice, the wooden ship lay at the bottom of
North Bay.

A wreck in North Bay was mentioned
on a map dated 1810, Examination of the
wreck with metal detectors turned up
several types of cannon balls, a British

naval cutlass and other artifacts which .

indicated a considerably older vintage.

Realizing the historical value, the New
York State Divers' Association organized
an Underwater Archaeology Committee
to map and excavate the wreck and sur-
rounding area. Because underwater ar-
chaeology is a relatively new field, many
techniques had to be developed especially
for the project.

The committee presented plans to state
officials, who issued an excavation per-
mit and authorized funding to build and
install a mapping grid over the wreck.
Mapping took most of the summer of
1973, as volunteer divers sketched on
plastic plates the location of all visible
sections of the ship and exposed artifacts.
Details of each five foot square subdivi-
sion of the grid were transferred to a
master plan of the site.

Only then could the actual excavation
begin.

Here is how the work is done: Working
one grid square at a time, heavily-
weighted divers lie on the bottom and
move their hands in a fanning motion to
create water currents which gently move
the layers of mud, sand and gravel to re-
veal buried artifacts. Before removal,
their location is recorded and photo-
graohs are made.

wter-filled plastic bags or jars are

(Continued on next page)
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FOR THE
PUBLIC

Many of the artifacts recovered
from the Carleton Island project
will be on display April 10 at the
Civic Center in Syracuse as part of
“*Our Future in Depth,” a multi-
med!ashowsponsoredbyﬂaeNew
York State Divers’ Association,

Exhibits and seminars wil.l run

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Presentations
on various underwater topies, in-
cluding movies of the great white
shark and the search for the Loch
Ness monster, are scheduled from
1:30 to 5 p.m,

A film festival on underwater
subjects, from 8 to 11:30 p.m., will
be followed by a speakers’ recep-
tion, also open to the publie.

ON THE COVER

- Peter Perrault and Thomas Tru-
silo, members of the State
Diver's Association, are shown
with the eighteenth century can-
non which rekindled interest in
the Fort Haldimand historical
site three years ago.
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Volunteer divers are shown removing debris from wreck site before excavar-
ing began. The rope is part of a mapping grid which divides the site into

five foot squares.
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Mud covering the river bottom
preserved many of the 200-year-
old artifacts recovered by State
Divers Association members. An
ornafe  brass. tomahawk head
with steel blade and tobacco
pipe bowl at its head is thought
to have heen a present to one of
Britain’s Indian allies. At p’ef;,
among the units based at Fort
Haldimand were Butler's
Rangers, a commando style unit
infamous for looting Upstate
settlements.
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